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returned out of Jedburgh, and came to Melross, to remain there all
that night.
'" But when the Lord Hume, Cessfoord, and Fernyhirst, (the chiefs
of the clan of Kerr,) took their leave of the King, and returned home,
then appeared the Lord of Buccleuch in sight, and his company with
him, in an arrayed battle, intending to have fulfilled the King's peti-
tion, and therefore came stoutly forward on the back side of Haliden
hill. By that the Earl of Angus, with George Douglas, his brother,
and sundiy other of his friends, seeing this army coming, they mar-
velled what the matter meant; while at the last they knew the
Laird of Buccleuch, with a certain company of the thieves of Annan-
dale. With him they were less affeared, and made them manfully
to the field contrary them, and said to the King in this manner,
' Sir, yon is Buccleuch, and thieves of Annandale with him, to un-
beset your Grace from the gate,' (i.e. interrupt your passage).
' I vow to God they shall either fight or flee ; and ye shall tarry here
on this know, and my brother George with you, with any other com-
pany you please; and I shall pass, and put yon thieves off the
ground, and rid the gate unto your Grace, or else die for it.' The
King tarried still, as was devised; and George Douglas with him,
'• and sundry other lords, such as the Earl of Lennox, and the Lord
Erskine, and some of the King's own servants; but all the lave
(rest) past with the Earl of Angus to the field against the Laird of
Buccleuch, who joyned and countered cruelly both the said parties
in the field of Darnelinver1, either against other, with uncertain vic-
tory. But at the last, the Lord Hume, hearing word of that matter
how it stood, returned again to the King in all possible haste, with
him the Lairds of Cessfoord and Fernyhirst, to the number of four-
score spears, and set freshly on the lap and wing of the Laird of
Buccleuch's field, and shortly bare them backward to the ground;
which caused the Laird of Buccleuch, and the rest of his friends, to
go back and flee, whom they followed and chased; and especially
the Lairds of Cessfoord and Fernyhirst followed furiouslie, till at the
foot of a path the Laird of Cessfoord was slain by the stroke of a
spear by an Elliot, who was then servant to the Laird of Buccleuch.
But when the Laird of Cessfoord was slain, the chase ceased. The
Earl of Angus returned again with great merriness and victory, and
thanked God that he saved him from that chance, and passed with
1 Darnwick, near Melrose.   The place of conflict is still called
Skinner's Field, from a corruption of Skirmish Field.

